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SYNOPSIS OF SIGNIFICANT COMMENTS
AND SUGGESTIONS

DAILY SUMMARY

le CIA is doing a better Job of briefing the cable traffic than QIR
of the State Department. (Mr. Robert (. Barnes, Speclal Assistant to
the Secretary; ¥Mr. W. Park Armstrong, Speclial Assistant to the Secretary
for Research and Intelligence.)

2. The CIA comments are a valuable addition to the Daily Sumeary.
{office of Chief of 3taff to the Commander-in-Chief; Office of Secretary
of Defense; Secretary to the Joint Chiefs of Staff.)

3, The Situation Reports are interesting and valuable, (Secrstary
of Defensae; Secretary of Aray.)

Le The speclal eveluations are interesting and should be produced
more frequently. (Secretary of Army; Assistant CNO /Political uilitary
Affalirs,

'8, The Daily Summary would be improved by the use of a special
amnotation to indicate the "day's top" intelligence item, (Secretary
of Alr Forecesj Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations USAF.)

6. The Daily Sumary should be limited to items of utmost signifi-
cance. (Chief of Staff, USAj Director of Intelligence, USAP.)

7. The Daily Summary should continue to carry the brief sumation
of coments which 1t formerly contained. (Chief of Staff Designate, USAF.)

8. There 1s too much emphasis on political intelligence in the Dally
Sumnary. ({Deputy Director of Intelligence, Hg., USAF.)

9. There has been considerszble improvement in the Dally and Weekly
Sumsaries in the past & months. {Director of Intelligence, USAF.)

WERKLY STAMARY
10, The Weekly Summary 1s often repetitiocus of ths Dally Sumsary and

oocaglonally contains information that 1s "stale®, {Office of Chief of
8taff, USA.)

1i. There are not snough articles in the Weekly Summary on Russis and
har Satellltes. (Secretary, National Security Council.)

12, The Weekly Summary often has some valuable special articles of
which the recent one on the Palestine situation is an example. (Naval
Aide to the President.)
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THE PRESIDENT

The Daily and Weekly Swmmarles are rsad regularly by the President. The
President's copy 1s received by his Naval Aide, Capt. H. W. Dennison, who
reads the entire issue, marks significant itews with a red pencil and occa-
sionally writes on tie outside cover to call to the attention of the President
thoze ltems in wiich Dennison thinks he will be particularly interssted.
Oscaglonally as he hands the summary to the President, Dennison elaborates
for a few sentences on an item he hus marked. Captain Demmison makes no
attenpt to brief the summaries as he feels that it is dangerous to attempt to
brief material which has already been condensed.,

Captain Denniscn says that the President finds the Sumaries extremely
wseful and reads then every day. The recent gpecial article on Palestine which
appeared in the Weekly Summary was considered by Dennison to be exesllent. His
suggestions for improvement of the Daily Summary are two: (1) discontinue the
practics of references to pravious issues of the sumary and instead include
a key sentence or two from the referenced item. Previous issues have usually
besn destroyed, returned to GIA, or for other reasons are not readily available
as a reference; (2) CIA comments of non-concurrence with a preceding item
should be directly tied to the reasons for digcrediting a "reliablescurce™
rather than 2 general comment of non-concurrence in & conclusion resched in

the challenged report,
SECRETARY OF STATE

The Secretary has not seen the Daily or Weekly Summaries for the past five
months. ir. Robert G. Barnes, Special Assistant to the Secretary, reads both
the Daily and Weekly for Secretary darshell, and if there 1s an item which the
Becretary has not already seen, Barnes calls it o his attention, Barnes
states however that Secretary iarsuall reads tue same traffic on which most of
the Daily and Weekly are based, and in addition, receives a daily sheet which
Barnes prepares for him. Occasionally, an Army, Navy or Air itea of signifi-
cance will appear in the Dally and it is then called to the Secretary's
attention by Barnes. No other individuals see the summaries.

Barnee has three criticisms of the suusaries: (1) references to back
issues which are not easily available should be replaced by a gignificant
quote (1f necessary) from the background waterial, (2) Barnes objects to what
be described as the practice of uasing as CIa comment, the observations of the
originator of the source dispatch. It should be mads clear, according to
Barpes, that CIA is merely concurring with an already evaluated dispatch,

{3) when CIi considers & rumor significant encugh to print it and credit it
to high sources, more explanation should be given when the CIA comment flatly
states a position of complete non-concurrence,
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¥r. Barnes feels thai CIA is doing a balter job than OIR of the Depart~
ment of State in its selectlon and evaluation of cables. Barnes fecls
very strongly that the distribution of the Summaries should be limited
to the top operational and planning level officlals and should not ineclude
the intelligence divisions of the various IAC agencies. (Thse Department
viows on this subject are covered Iin detall in a separate memorandum dated
25 February 1948 to Chief, Survey Division attached as TAB C)

CHIEF OF STAPF TO THE COM4ANDER IN CHIEF

Admiral leahy reads and marks hie copy of the Dally Summary sach day.
¢n the following day the marked portions of the summary are often on t
agenda for the private confaerence held with the President. On trips where
the dally conference procedure is not followed, the Fresident's coples of
thes Dally and Weekly Summary are held in Washington for his ¥aval Aide,
and Admiral Leahy's copies are flown to him by pouch for his use and for
the Presldent. An additlional procedure occasionally employed when the
President and Admiral Leahy are both out of the couniry is to advise whedker either
the Admiral or the President by Top Secret White House cable of a significant
item which might otherwise not be seen promptly. An example of this proce—
dure was the cabling of an item concerning the shooting down of . S. planes
by Jugoslav fighters; an event which occurred while Leahy and the President
were in Brazil,

 Admiral Leahy's coples of the Daily and Weekly Summaries are also read
by Comuander E. B. Grantham, Alde to Admiral Ieahy. Commander Qrantham
thinks that the CIi comsents are valuable but should not bs vsed to comment
on fubure political probabllities: thay should definitely be used to de=-
preciate reports which are included in the Summary, but in which CIA cone-
currence is lacking or only partisl.

Beth admiral leahy and Commander (ranthas are well satisfied with the
form and content of the Summarles as they are currently prepared.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Captain Charles A. Buchanan, Senlor ilde to Secrstary Forrestal reports
that the Seoretary reads the Daily Sumnary every day. Captain Buchanan
advised that the Sscrebary asked a short time ago that delivery of the Summary
te him be speeded up so he could see it at approximately the same time as the
President. This arrangement has besn made and the Secretary rsads each
issue early in the afternoon on the day of iis issus. Mr. Forrestal also
resds the Weekly Sumuary, though not as religlously as the Dally Swmary,
which he considers "the bible® according to Captain Buchanan., ¥r. John
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Ohly, the Special Assistant to the Secretary for Political Intelligence,
was also interviewed. r. Ohly said that the Daily Sumsary is the one
repert he takes time to read every day as soon as it reaches his desk.

¥r. Okly feels that the sgumary is an excellent job and saild that he ese
peclally likes the CIA comments, e cited the example of an item reporting
& document in Tialy, which a comment indicatad CIA beliaved to be gpurious,
glving several reagens for this conclusion (which later proved to be
correct)., ur., Ohly also reads the Weekly Summary, though not as regularly
or as promptly us the Daily. iie had ne suggestions as to style or comment
and stated that he thought it was an excellsnt job. BRoth ¥r. Okly and Captain
Buchanan alsc belleve the CIA Situstion Beports to be valuable, primarily
because they feel that they are a synthesis of the best informed analysis
of the subject matter covered. INo one slse in the Secretaryt's Office reads
the summardies with the exception of Lt. Cmdr. Berry, TS Control of ficer,
&nd ir. Robert Hlum who is associated with 4r. Ohly. Ohly stated purely as
& pesrsonal observation that he occasionally skipped items in the Daily bow
cauge they did not pertain to his Jjob, although he aight be personally
interested in the item. He sald he realized that this could not be helped
as sach reciplent had his own set of special interests,

SECHETARY OF THE ARMY

The Dally and Weekly Sumnaries ure read avidly by ér. Royall, according
to Lt. Colonel Batte, his aide. The Secretary reads the Daily as soon as
it 1s received, and if he should miss an issue, he asks where it is. Copies
which arrive while the Secrstary 1s out of town are saved for his reburn.
No one else in the office reads this copy. Col. Batte statas thet both he
and the Secretary especially iike the Cpecial Tvaluations.

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

The copy of the Daily and Yeekly Sumsary addressed to the Secretary is

read first by Rear idmiral E. T. Wooldridge, issistant CNO (Pelitical-yilitary
Affaira). The Adamiral calls to ur. Sullivan's attention those itess in which
be feels the Secretary would be interested. The eopy is also read by Captain
Fitshugh Lee, Personal Aide to the Secretary of the Navy. In addition, the
Daily and Weekly Summaries are ssen by three .ssistant Secretariss of the Navy.
As a result of the necassary routing, the Weekly Summary 1s very often a woeek
or go late by ths time it reaches the last readers. Admiral Wooldridge parti-
sularly likes the CIA special evaluation and feels thut there should be nore
of them. FHe states specifically that he would like to see an analyeis of the

inasmuch 4s nothing has been published on this subject for gsome time. Woole
gz;?ga atated that he felt that the Palestine 2valuation should have been
tblished prior to the announcesent of partition,
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Anothsr comment by Rear Admiral Wooldridge is covsred in a Top Secret
supplenental report which is tranamitted concurrently for your information.

The Secretary of the Navy reads his marked eopy of the Dally Summary re—
gularly and sees perhaps a third of the Weekly Summary. All hands are appar—
ently sabisfled with the production with the exception mentioned above. In
closing the interview with idmiral Wooldridge, he menticned that a continuing
effort should be made to produce intelligence estimates on as tiuely a bagis
as 1s practicable., He feels this is being done in the Dally Summary but is
not always trus of the special evaluations. Captaln Lee feels that a wore
satlsfactory treatment for the Daily Summary would be a series of one or two
sentence highlights rather than the paragraph treatment now given in that

publication,
SECRET-XY OF THE AIR FORCE

The Secretary's copy is resad daily by Hr. C. V. Whitney, issistant Secre=-
tary of the .ir Force, and by Colonel Sweeney, his aide. Both Colonel
Sweeney and ir. Whitney occasionally flag an iteu for ¥r. Symington, the
Secretary. Col. Sweeney suggests a "box" at the top of the first page of
the Dally Sumnary. Tihe box would be filled only on days when there was one
cutstanding item of top significance; it otherwlse would be left blanik,
Sweeney feels that In tihds way the day's top intelllgence would be available
at & glance and would not have to be screened from the remaining items of
possibly lesser significance. WNeither ir. Whitney nor the Secretary have any
specific comments with reference to the Daily or Weekly, but Col. Sweensy
states that the publicat ons are appreciated and read regularly by ur. Whitney,
who would have msde some coumsent to Sweeney if they were unsatisfactory.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO THE NaTIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

The Daily and Teekly Summarles were discussed wlth Mr. Jases S. Lay, Jr.,
Deputy Exscutlve Secretary of the Council, who stated that all the permanent
membars of the Council find the publications of use. ur. Lay queried ur,
3idney ¥W. Souers, the named recipient, and relayed the information that ur,
Souers feals that CIA 1s doing a fime job insofar as he can telle lr. Souers
emphazized that he did not see the material wpon which CIA publications are
baged so he is not in a position to Judge the adequacy of the selection. T,
Souers alsc commented that from his viewpoint, he would like to see more arti-
cles in the Weekly Cummary about what 1s golng on in Russia and the Satellites.
The Secretary feels that the articles in the ¥eekly Summary adequately cover
the cother parts of the world, but there are not encugh articles on the most
vital areas.

¥r. Souers personally reads the Dally and Weekly Summaries with regularity.
The summeries are also read by ¥r. lLay, Dr. Boggs and 4r. He 3. Villard of the
State Departwment, Colomel Johmson of Lhe Army, Captain austin of the Wavy De-
pirtment, and Lt. Colonel Heffelbower of the Air Porces,
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CHIEF OF STAF¥, UNITED STATES ARMY

While General Eisenhower was Chief of Staff, his Deputy, iajor Jeneral
Lewton J, Collins, and Major Joel Y. Hollis, Assistant Secretary of the
Qeneral Staff, were ths only persons in the office of the Chlef of Staff
who had regular access to the Dally and Weskly Sumesaries. Ocecasionally,
however, the sumaries were read by Lt. Colonel J. %. Bowen s Secretary
of the General Staff.

A eheck with tie office of the Cnlef of Staff since the appointment
of General QOmar Pradley to succeed Ceneral Eisenhower has indicated that
exespt for Bradley's Personal Aide, the staff of the Cffice of Chief of
Stalf will remain the same. It can be assumed that exlsting procedures
will be retalned, at lsast for the time being, in handling the CIA sumaries.
The following procedure was in effect when General Iisenhower was Chiefl of
Staff,

Mejor Hollls reads the summary and passes it without cosment to General
Collins who reads it almost daily. Genersl Collins passes it to tue Chief
of Staff wien there are items in which he thinks ths General will be ine
terested. 3oth General Eisenhower and ZJeneral Collins "read it with their
penclls in hand"., GEisenhower often wrote such marginal notes, as, “Has
Poorestal seen this?* or "Does Symington know this?" in which case vhe coore
dination was effected with the appropriate offieial. If elther Hollis or
Collins feel it appropriate, the Director of irmy Intelligence is called
upon to elbaorate an item at the weekly briefing. Cenersl Zisenhowsr was
cut of town 4 greal deal of the tlme and relied on the Tntelligence Divi-
glonts weekly briefing to keep him posted. *ajor Hollis feels that the
Daily Summary should be limited to items of utnost significance. Major
Hollis felt that the ifeekly Summary, oecause of its length, needesd brief-
ing before Cenerul Iisenhower saw i1t. The Ceneral was interested in approxi-
mately one~third of the items in the Daily Summary, but felt that 1t was
good background and is one of the best intelligence publications. Hollis
feels that the Weekly Summary is often repetitious and occasionally "stale".

CHIEF CF MAVAL IFTELLIGENCE

The Daily and Weekly Summaries are read for admiral Denfeld by Captain
Yeager, USKN, Administrative Alde. Items are occaslionally flazged for the
Aduiral's attention though be apparently relies primarily on two weekly
briefings by his Chiefl of Naval Intelligence to keep him posted. This copy
is also read daily by Capt. Wilkins, Joint Chiefs of Staff Representative,
and Lt. Commander ¥iller, personal aids to CNO. The saue copy is read for
Admiral Rudford, Deputy CNO by Captain Hollingsworth who flags significant
items for Radford. No specific comments were available other than that all
hands were well satisfiled. :
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CHIEF QF STAFF, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

This copy is read by General Vandenberg, Vice-Chief of Staff who calls
to the attention of Jeneral Spaats those items which he thinks the Chief
of Staff should ses. The copy 1ls also read by Major Bhite, Alde to General
Vandenberg. Oeneral Vandenberg also reads the Weekly Summary and is irter=
ested in the ORE Studies. ALccording to ¥ajor White, Gemeral Vandenberg is
more than satisfied with the summariss and reads them regularly and with
keen interest. When the General was asked 1f he had any specific comment
on the summaries, he replied that he thought the Daoily Summary should continue
to carry the brief summation of contents which it uwsed to contaln and which
18 s8%til1] carried in the Weekly. OGeneral Vandenberg had no other comments.

DIRECTOR CF PLANS AND QPERATIONS, QSUSA

%o coument from General Medemeyer. Li. Colonel Jases I. iulr, Jr., iide,

. gtates that the Dally and Weekly are each read carefully and regularly by
Generals Wedemeyer, Timberman (Chief, Qperations Croupd, Schuyler (Chief,
Flans and Policy Group) and by Colonel 3iddle (Asst. Chief, Plans and Policy).
Ho specific comuents wers available, but, according to Col. ¥uir, ths
Summaries were well recelved and of definite value to the recipient and
readers in the office of the Director, Plans and Opersatlons.

DEPUTY CHIRF OF NAVAL OPEZRATIONS (OPERATIORS)

This copy 1s resd only by Rear admiral Chares Wellborn, JT., named ree
cipient, who because of frequent and prolonged absence from the city has not
bean available for comment, No one else in the Admiralts office is cleared
to recelve the summariea.

DIRECTOR OF PLANS AND OPERATIONS, UNITED STATES ATR FORCE

‘Accerding to Colonel 0. 8. Pichar, Aide to Major General O. P. Weyland,
the Daily and Weekly Summaries are read with avidity by the named recipient
and his two deputiss. No speclific comments were avallable from individual
readers,

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECIETALRY OF STATE FOR RESTARCH AND INTEILICENCE

¥r. W. Park Armstrong, the named recipient, stated that he believes that
CIA is doing & better job than OTR of the Departazent of State in briefing
ths cables for use in the Daily Summary. The Weekly Summary is wortlwhile
if it can be circulated to key officials while it is still timely, according
$o ¥y, Arastrong. Another comment by ir. Armstrong 1s covered in & Top
Secrst supplemental report which is transmitted concurrently for your in-
formation.
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DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, G8USA

The Director's copy is read personally by bim and by his deputy, iajor
General Bolling. It is also read by Col. Williams, Executive Director;
Colonel Clarke, issistant; and Colonel Ennis, Chief, Intelligence Group.
In addition, the Daily and Weekly are read by the Chiefs of the various
geographic branches (16). Hajor Zdmondson, aide to Lt. General Chamberlin,
asked that he survey all readers and get thelr views. .iajor Edrondson,
states that all rsuders feel that the Daily and Weekly avre worthwiile pub=
lications, and that they are read regularly. xajor Edmondson stated that
none of the readers had a specific counent to nake.

CHIEF OF WAVAL IMNTELLIGENCE

The Office of Nuval Intelligsnce receives tnree coples sach of the Dally
and Veekly Sumnaries. These are given an initial combinec distribution of
16 slthough tey are read by more than this number. Cne copy goes to Rear
Admdral Thowas EHe Inglis, Chief of KNaval Intelligence, and is read by both
the ALdmiral and his Executive Assistant, Captain H. W. Baltazzi. During the
course of an irterview with Admiral Inglis he reiterated his previously ex-
pressed views that CIA should publish two summaries: one a Top Secret publi-
cation for very limited distribntion, and one no higher than Secret for
wider distribution. The Admiral feels that by so deing, CIi would be serving
the useful purpose of eliminating duplication and would free ONI of & per-
centage of effort in the field of political intelligence. aAdmiral Inglis .
sstinates that 25% of the entire workload of ONI is devoted to the production
of political and economic intelligence, (The Admiral's views on the alleged
failure of CIA to produce enough political intelligence four the Navy is dis-
cussad in detail in a sepsrate memorandum to Chisf, Survey Division dated 9
March 1948, a copy of which is attached as TAB D.) The admiral would like
o see more speclial evaluations with particular ssphasis on Sovist intentions
and capabilities in Europe, ste.

A second copy of the Summarles is routed to Branch Chiefs in ONI and in-
cludes such Key readers as Captains Espe (0P 32Y), Lange (OP 32 FN), Henry
{OP 32 V) amd Dubois (0P 32 D). No specific comments were avallable from
readers of the second copy.

The third copy 1s routed to The Commandant of the iéarine Corps and is
read first by Colonel He C. Horner, G-2, US€C. It is then sent directly to
The Commandant, Ceneral Clifton B. Cutes, and 1s read also by (sneral Robine
son {Plans «nd Polliclies) and by Gsneral L. . Shepherd, Jr., Assistant
Comnandant. All readers in The Commandant'!s office were enthusiastic in
their comsents about both the Daily and ¥Weekly Summaries and feel that they
are of assistance in Harine Corps planning. Colonel Horner states that
The Cemnandant is particularly interested in the special evaluationse
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Major Ceneral George C. HcDonald, named recipient, believes that, in
gansral, thers has been conaiderable improvement in the Daily and Weekly
Summaries in the past six months; he has no detailed comsent or criticism.

Major General Chades P. Cabell, Deputy Director, was interviewed and
sald that he 1s a regular reader of both ths ieekly and the Daily. The
General feels that there is too much emphasis on political intellizence
and not enough of spacific value to the ilr Force. The General said that
he realizes that 1t would be difficult to expand the publications to meet
the partlcular requirements of each recipient.

Colonel James F. Qlive, Chief, Air Intelligence Division, feels that
the summaries are doing a good job, but should go ons step further in pre-
senting Hational intelligence. The iteus presented should rasflect the major
intelligence of international interest for the period of the summary rather
than the top items in sach geographical area. In other words, the top
story of the day insofar as South Azerifa is concerned, might be a strike
in Peru, but actually the g_r&; story of tha day wight be action in Greece
or Palestine. Colonel Olive feels that the summary should be presented in
such a manner that only those items of paramount intellligence importance
&re presented regardless of geogrphical location. Qlive feels this also
applies to the Feekly Summaries though it 1s not so evident as in the Dally

Colonel Hugh D. Wallaucs, Dsputy Chief, Air Intelligence Division, stated
that resumes of articles in the Weekly Sumnsries are often almost as long
as the actual articles; eithsr the articles should be aliminated or the ro-
sum8s condensed. With reference to the Situation RNaports Colonel Ballucs
feels that it is important that the reports stats that the information
eontained therein is as of 2 certain date. This would elizinate CIA and
Alr Porde confusion as to which set of data applies in certain instances.
A1l CIA reports hava improved in the past six months according to Colonel
Wallace; the writing is smoother and the materisl better presented. In the
ORE Studles, if no discussion follows under sn established format heading,

it should be sc stated rather than making no comaent, or eliminating the
beading.

SECRETARY, JOI'T CHIXFS OF STAFF

This copy is read by Captain W. G. Laler, USE, the named rscipient,
Celenel John H. Ives, USAF, Dejuty Secretary, and by the Director of the
Jdoint Staff and his thres deputies. 1In an intervisw with Captain Lalor and
Colonel Ives, the Captain had no comaent. Iye8 volunteered that he thought
the CIL comuents were an excellent idea as they often helped interpret iteams
which might otherwise be cryptic, or at leust unevaluated. Colonel Ives

A .
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that hs occaslonally saw cables from which Summary itens were taken,
prior to hls reading them in the Summary., Both the Secretary and Ives
read the Daily regularly, do not always get through the Weekly and only
eccagionally refer 4he to the Situation Reports, Special Zvaluations
and ORE Studies. Ives believes that the Dally Summary is an excellent
publication and presenta the day's nignlights in a satisfactory manner,
fle repeated that he belleves the CIA comments to be of especial value.

CHATRMAN, NATIONAL SECURITY RESOURCES BOARD

Mr. G. Lyle Bellsley, Secretary of The Board, reads each issue of the
Dally Summary carefully before forwarding it with comments to ¥r. arthur
W. Hill, Chairman. 4r. Hill and other members of the Board frequently
resd both the Dally and Weskly Sumaries. ur. Bsllsley, however, studies
the contents of both publications and 1s responsible for bringing signi-
ficant items to the attention of membars of the Board. No specific comments
or suggestions were made by elther #r. HA1l or ir. Bellsley other than
that the publications are considered of definite value and interest to
the National Securlty Resources Board.

DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, OPERATIONS, USAF

-The Daily and Weekly Summarles ars read by Colonel Donnslly, General
¥orstad's Executive, who calls items to the General's attention as he thinks
is warranted. The Ceneral is out of town a great deal of the time and re-
ligs to & large extent on the memory of Donnelly to keep him posted on sig-
nificant extracts from the Summaries. Donnelly feels that one item in each
issus should be marked in such a manner as to indicate that it is the day's
moat slgnificant item. He feels that too much evaluation is presently re-
quired by busy top-level people who are not intelligence specialists,
Donnally feels very definitely that it would be a help to flag one item
ag & "pusi® for readers who don't have time to do their own digesting and
svaluating. Domnelly and Nordad are the only two who see this copy,
Qeccasionally items in the copy received by the Director of Intelligence
are flagged for Norstad's attention in addition to those 1tems flagged
for him by Donnelly.
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